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The Worldwide Mission & Community Ministry Committees
along with the WPC Youth Groups
invite you to join in the

Mission Fundraiser Kickof

during worship on

Youth Sunday, March 7th

0

Come and see how we can all be a part of

World on Fire!
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From our senior pastor

I have been reminded recently of the vast differences in our experience as creatures on this
earth. The Caribbean is a land of contrasts; it is a reminder of the vast diversity of human
experience. Some are living with fresh grief. Some are living with the promise of new

birth. Some are enjoying great opportunities, even wealth. Some are suffering deprivation

and oppression. Some live in deep isolation. Some live in rich community. Although |
4 é find myself on the positive end of every one of these contrasts, | am inextricably bound to
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whether we are sorrowful or blissful, rich or poor, alone or connected.
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those who are at the other end of experience. And there is one God to whom we all turn,

I have found myself remembering what one of my seminary professors taught me about
ancient Israel. Israel lived in two primary modesthe land anaff the land. When they
were in slavery in Egypt and when they were wandering in the wilderness and when they
were in exile, they wereff the land. And between the wilderness and the exile, as well as
when they returned from exile, they wenethe land. Israel was either on the land or off

And there was a different tone to these médeslebration and worry. Contrary to

expectations, it was when Israel wasthe land that they worried. They had something,
9e everything to losé it seemed to them. So, when they were on the land they worried.
celefratett Aleey delabratbd bedause thieg knew that
God, their God, the God of Israel, who had bound Herself to them, who had woven
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Deadline for
submissions to the
APRIL issue of the

CHIMES is Friday,

March 12th!
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Rev. Chandler Stokes

response, SO
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Himself inextricably to them and to their faté&sod was always with them but especially
with them when they were in need. When they were off the land, they celebrated because
they knew that God would lift them up when they were oppressed or broken.

When they were on the land, they worried. They worried because they knew it was easy to
forget who had who had lifted them up and given them the land and its blessings. Worry

their
that it is better to remember who God is and act accordingly than to worry about losing

wer e

i vme neered , fi

steadfast and will not abandon His pedpknd so it is a time to celebrate. Lentis also a
r e me mhoetrhe whaemd owea md ee mMij oy i ng
as Israel did, but to remember that the source of all goodness is God alone and that we are
called to be stewards of those good things. May God bless our celebration of God and the
stewardship of our Gaediven gifts this Lent and always.

gr eé




GT&EAT | T6 S ME |

%a ONE GREAT
= HOUR OF
« SHARING

OFFERIN G

&)

2z

Q
@)

&

In the aftermath of the terrible earthquake in Haiti, you

prayers, gifts and actions are making a difference. [

T

DEACONS

Ben Boerkoel, Anne Weirich, Nancy Clodfelder

OR

MEDICATION AUDITS:
Clearing up the Mysteries!

Confused about your prescriptionsPhe Health and Healing

Ministries at WPC has put together a medication audit service to
r assist those who may be confused or concerned about their
n a prescriptions. The auditing process looks for problems such as

time when so many symbols of safety and security have drug interactions, sideffects, or scheduling issue$he process

been destroyed your support of the One Great Hour

Sharing and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) I
been a tangible witness g

PDA has provided assistance toward:

e Food, water and 35,000 hygiene kits and baby kits

15 distribution sites.
e Temporary shelters for the many people left homele

e Supplies and vital infrastructure support includi
electrical, water, sanitation and security at pl i
Sainte Croix (Holy Cross Hospital) in Leogane, o
of the few operating medical facilities in the regio
and the Faculty of Nursing Science of the Episco
University of Haiti (FSIL).

Initial assessments and ground work for communi

psychesocial recovery

PDA officials cannot thank you enough for yo
compassion and generosity. They have been inspire
so many stories of children, youth groups, &
congregations each doing their part in support of
earthquake response.

The damage has been devastating, but as Presbyteriaﬁ

mission ceworker and PDA staff member, Carlg
Cardenas, reports,

Thank you for bringing hope to the people of Haiti.

Your gift to | ast yeards
not only help the people of Haiti but also to those s
recovering from hurricanes, flooding, droughts, and ot
natural disasters.

Contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing make a

difference in the lives of people. Whether they take
form of immediate relief to people experiencing a time
crisis (PDAPreshyterian Disaster Assistance) or
partnerships with communities, focused on lbagn
solutions to chronic problems (Sédevelopment of

People) or chronic poverty and hungry (Presbyterian

Hunger Programs). One Great Hour of Sharing funds
there for those in need from people like you that give
generously each year.
on the good things that OGHS does gaview.pcusa.org/

oghsand watch for weekly announcements in the Ma
Sundayds bull etins.

This yeards of f e PamgSunday]
March 28.

Thank you from the World Wide Ministries Committee.

despi tie

For more information and stories

of is confidential. If a problem is discovered, the person will be
aveinformed and then referred back to his or her physician.

f Gododos presence and hope

Curious about how_it's done? Come and visit Us on March
21st, right after the late service in the south dining room
area. We'll explain it to you with a sample audit report.

at

Otherwise, for more information call Todd Helle at (616) 608
2gs. 7463 or email him attlhelle@gmail.com A brochure is
available.
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WESTMINSTER WORKS
A RESOURCE FOR DEALING WITH
EMPLOYMENT ISSUES

'ty \Westminster members who are out of work or underemployed
have asked for help to find-employment or upgrade their job.

ir Ot hers may be in need of help

d bytheir problems.

nd

the WESTMINSTERWORKSis a new, strictly confidential, Deacon

sponsored program designed to help members deal with all

spects of r@employment. This will include resume writing,

s networking, interview techniques and financial management.

M(temrbeers oq t%é/ c%ﬁc'grteéaattloln gxge‘riencr(]eél—liﬂ ngh n%at?ers &hf!\vé

volunteered to assist in this effort. Westminster has affiliated with
OBngploymene Rdsoured Se&ibed (ah R@medial dFfshbon ¢ ah

till program at Calvary Church.) Our members will have open

her access to excellent job listings, all their professional resources, an

extensive web site and placement professionals free of charge.

Modest charges may occur for special seminars and workshops.

the
of

of FINANCIAL MINISTRY

During this time of protracted financial uncertainty the Board of
Deacons extends to all members an open invitation to use the
Financi al Mi ni stry Wihether yoh are De
looking for the expertise of church members around issues of
foreclosure or eviction, or shorter term help with any housing or
medical billsi please do not hesitate to ask for helhe Session
recently approved a proposal from the Deacons that set aside a
substantial grant from Memorial Trust to help deepen the ability
of the Financial Ministry and Health and Healing Ministry to
prbvide finandiad nelp beyond the limitations of the Deacon's
Fund. Any of the pastoral staff or the Administrative Deacon
Moderator, Jan Stone, can make the connections for ydul.
requests are held in the strictest confidence.
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IN OUR CONGREGATION

Handyman Fellowship Group

Please join us ewery other Thursday at 9:15 fama time
of coffee, baked goods, and fellowship, then tackling

Continuing In Our Thoughts and Prayers

a litawy Merryweather as he recuperates from

needed repairs to the chuidle plan to meet every other treatment.

week.All skill levels welcome.

Baptisms

If you have a child that you would like to have baptized we are
offering baptism on Sunday, March. 1@lease call Becky Wells*

(7175532) in the church office or Sherrill Vore-§347T) to
register.

With Thanks to Our Westminster Family

My wife, Darlyn, and | would like to send our méely hear
thanks for all your prayers & cards, both before and

+ Judy Bowen as she returns to work following
surgery.

Isabel Barbour  upon the death of her husband,
William W. Barbour.

+ Dan Kantorowski and Ben Boerkoel upon the
death of Dands father.

mpathy to Roger Matthews

upon the death of
Wife, Velma.

surgery. We also got many phone calls and food which we

really appreciated. We are looking forward to returning tosHgry King,

choir, but the recovery process is taking longer than

whose aunt died in California after
whag Y¥fg illiness.

were planning on. I'm still having problems with vision and |
haven't driven since last September. We have spoken to

several of you when we are in church and you all make lﬁé%

both mi ssed and wel comed

wasn't for all of youGod bless our Congregation, Stafpcated
members, Choir and famie are looking forward to whefiemember these and others in youl

we can return on a full time basis.
Good Bless you All,

[L‘@K‘? y3e ofthegenyg

etween the lerary and t

Larry & Darlyn Merryweather

From the Ann Rinck Quilters

Due to your overwhelming generosity, we have a
supply of fabrics!Please hold donations until fu
notice.Thank you!

Office Projects
During the day if you have a project that involves us
machines and/or staff assistance please call Kathy Cis

-5533 so that your project will be coordinated with the office

staff.

Severe Weather Policy
In the event of severe weather, Westminster will close

closes (as a rule)Channel 8, Channel Ehd the church

Easter Flower Donation

bodfgtifiivite you to donate a flower in memory, or in
theénor, of someone special to you.

These flowers will
fill our sanctuary during worship, and donors may take
them home after the late service.
7
4

ng office

lerat 717
Donation: $7.50 each
if GRPS Deadline for order: March 15th

voicemail will all have a special message indicating that we are

closed or worship has been canddtest.importantly, if you

donot feel it i s safe to

Church Closing Information

onated by

t r iMomdrof t o chur ch, stay

In Honor of

Would you like to receive a text message if we cancel aR Honor of

evening or weekend activity? To sign up,

www.wzzm13.cofBo to the closings page and look for-us_In Memory of

(Westminster
| f youor e

Presbyterian -
not sur e

GR).
of t

during inclement weather, here are some other ways to findofitMemory of

.Check Channels 8 and 13, on TV or their websites.

LCheck our websitevatw.westminstergr.com

LCall the church at 4366 and hear a message on
answering machine.

VISIT:

In Memory of
status

he of an event at

Please return to the church office at 47 Jefferson SE, Grand
apids, MI 49503, or drop
ake your donation by phone, leave a message for Judy at

717-5534. Thank you.
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http://www.wzzm13.com/weather/closings/default.aspx?menuid=318
http://www.westminstergr.com

Eaton Circle will host a meeting on Wednesday,
March 3 at Noon at Porter Hills (near the Village
Café). After lunch, a group Bible study is planned.

Call Genny Bratschie at 676-4191 for more
information.

Elisabeth Circle  will meet Tuesday , March 23,
at 7 p.m., in the WPC library. We will discuss chapter
7 of Listening for God, vol. 2. Please watch the

bulletin  notice regarding meeting for dinner
beforehand.  Call Bernice Rynders, 447 -9129, for
more information. Come join us for a lively

discussion and dessert.

Evergreen Circle  Our regular weekly meetings
convene on Wednesdays in March at 7 p.m. in the
Westminster library. Contact Mary Jane at 942 -1837
or mjlamse@hotmail.com to register.

Joy Circle For information or if you would like to be
on the email list contact Meredith Baker at
mere4114@yahoo.com.

Mary Martha Circle will continue to meet in
March the first 2 Thursdays from 1 - 2:30 in the south
Dining Room.  Our last meeting will be March
11. New members are always welcome. Questions,
please feel free to email Anne
Ray......annekeray@sbcglobal.net

Ruth Eastwood Circle  will meet on Wednesday,
March 3 at 10 am in the church Parlor. Please study
chapter 13 in The Geography of God .

WPC Book Group Selections for
SPRING 2010

Looking for a good read and lively discussion?
Please join us at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor.
March 21: "Olive Kitteridge"
by Elizabeth Strout
Described as a "novel in stories" about life in small town
New England. One reviewer commented, "Like any other

CHURCHMENG®G S
Don Gordon

Weekly Buffet Luncheon at11:30 a.m.
Followed by Christian Fellowship & Meditation

DATE SPEAKER ToPiC
March 3  The Rev. Mrs. Patient

Carolyn Wharton

Mrs. Wharton is Pastor

of Congregational Care

at Plymouth Heights

Christian Reformed

Church.

LUNCHEON

ot

March 10  Mrs. Cheryl Schuch AAl I in t
Mrs. Schuch is a Pr omi s eqd
member of Interfaith
Hospitality and
Director
Promi se. 0

of AFamily

March 17 ifiThe St at
Public Schoolsi

Grand

Dr. Bernard Taylor
Dr. Taylor is
Superintendent of the
Grand Rapids School
system.

March 24 The Rev. Mr. Lou
VanderMeer

Mr. VanderMeer is the
Senior Pastor at New
Community Church.

—
> —
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March 31 Pastor Ann Conklin
Mrs. Conklin is a
graduate of Western
Theological Seminary
and a member of the
Ministerial Team at
Eastminster

Presbyterian Church.

Donation $4.00
All are welcome at this
ecumenical gathering!
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great book (this one) slightly shifted the way in which |
look at the world and other people, and perhaps most
importantly, myself."

April 18 "The Madonnas of Leningrad"

by Debra Dean

Beautifully written and richly layered Author Debra

Dean achieves the daunting task of juxtaposing the horro
of war with the timeless beauty of art.

"Doubt"

a play by John Patrick Shanley

Winner of the 2005 Pulitzer Prize for Dram&Shanley
doesn't give any easy answers to the doubts and questio
raised in this multdimensional drama.

May 16:

10

The Sanctuary Choir will present their ann&gring
Concert on Palm Sunday March 28, at 7:00 p.m.
The concert is purposely earlier than usual this year
because of the musical selection. The choir will sing

AfRequi emdo by Mack
music, published in 2008, and is very beautiful. The
concert wild.l al so incl

Stringso as well as
invites reflection and meditation, it is an appropriate

choice as the church embarks upon Holy Week. Please

plan to attend the performance of this lovely new work,
which is believed to be its premiere performance in

Wil berg.

WORSHIPSCHEDULEG MARCH 2010

MARCH 76 THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORDG SUPPER
YOUTH SUNDAY
This is a new piece

LENTEN SERIESCONTINUES

of

< o me ™ PO UTFATHIA 2T0LIGY Cely| BRlicve THIS?

MARCH 146 THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on Isaiah 5432
Atheism and the Journey to Overland

Grand Rapids. ASuppose this nasty pit of a kin
Well, it strikes me as a pr.

Also in March, on the 24 thePeregrino Quartet will (The Silver ChairC.S. Lewis)

present a concert at 3:00 p.m. in the Westminster

Sanctuary. This Quartet includes three Westminster MARCH ZégMLTSEIZIGEET% UMNE?('IAC‘:\(()IN LENT

members; Eric Tanner, Diane Helle and Stacey Tanner. Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on Isaiah 5832

The program will feature a piece written especially for ' Scientism and the Story of our Faith

this group by Lee Copenh_av_er,_and which is ba_sed B n readin g the Bible or hearing i

an Irish tune. Everyone is invited to attend this free called 6Godd whose 6character tr

concert.

I
The Alma College Choir will wrap up their spring
break tour with a performance at Central Reformed
Church, 10 College Aveon Sunday, March 14The
performance begins at 4 pm and features classical
songs, soloist, and small ensembl&fe concert is
open to the public and alumni and friends are

encouraged to attendFor more information contact
Carolyn Schultz ateschultz760@sbcglobal.net

WPC Art Gallery to Host
Grand Valley Artists

During March, the WPC Art Gallery will feature the
work of Grand Valley Artists. The show is the resul
of a project begun this fall.

A group of GVA artists began to sketch local jaz
musicians during their Monday morning class
Musicians included: Mary Radamaker, Steve Talag
James Sawyer and Elgin Vines. Members of the cl
approached the Fine Arts Committee at WPC abo
staffing a show here. Three artists in the congregatid
Loretta Sailors, Mary Leah Marshall and Doris Larso
agreed to jury the show.

The show will open onSunday, March 7 with a
reception from 3- 5 p.m. Several of the musicians
show portraits will be on display have volunteered t
perform during the reception. Please come and ma
them welcome.

(The Domestication of Transcenden@élliam Placher)

MARCH 288 PASSION/PALM SUNDAY
RECEPTIONOF NEW MEMBERS
Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on John-74:1
Suffering and Redemption
there is no God, w
Can you explain t
| (Tom Are,Paper for the Moveable Fedst

il f ho breat
hat to m
APRIL 46 EASTER
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORDGs SUPPER
Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on Romans 8

Death and Resurrection Hope

AThe earliest Christians didnoét s
esurrection. They simply foll owe
(Anonymous)

Our large cross will be absent from the sanctuary this
Lenten Season. The Trustees and the Worship committee
will be assessing some safety and weight concerns
surrounding its installation.
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