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S T E W A R D S H I P  2 0 0 9 
Steve Pastoor,  Chandler Stokes 
The 2009 Peacemaking Offering 

It has been projected that Presbyterians will contribute more than $2,000,000 to the Peacemaking Offering in 2009. These funds will 
support ministries that seek peace and work for justice across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Each congregation that receives the 
Peacemaking Offering is encouraged to retain 25 percent for ministries of peacemaking within the congregation and its community. 
Presbyteries and synods divide 25 percent to support their ministries. The General Assembly Mission Council receives 50 percent of 
the offering. In 2009, the budget for GAMC ministries is $1,013,181. This includes the $1,000,000 expected to be contributed to this 
year’s offering and $13,181 that is a net asset carryover from prior offerings. The Presbyterian Peacemaking Program receives most 
of this portion of the offering. The Presbyterian United Nations Office receives a small amount. Guided by Peacemaking: The 
Believers’ Calling, General Assembly mandates and the 2009–2012 GAMC Work Plan, the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program will 
assist the church as it responds to the gospel call to “seek peace and pursue it.”  

How the General Assembly Mission Council plans to spend its 50 percent share of the Offering  
(from the PCUSA website: http://www.pcusa.org/peacemakingoffering/financials.htm). 

Presbyterian Peacemaking Program • $693,019 
Presbyterian United Nations Office • $15,000 
Peacemaking Offering Promotion • $255,162 

Administrative Fee • $50,000 
On behalf of the Stewardship Committee, I encourage you to  give as generously as you are able on October 4th.  Thank you. 

Steve Pastoor, Stewardship Committee 

Westminster Youth Ministry World on Fire! 
 
What a fantastic summer it has been for the Youth 
Ministry at Westminster! The Sr. Highs had a wonderful 
trip to Montreat, NC and our Middle Schoolers had a 
great trip to South Haven, MI. There were also plenty of 
fun things in between! 
 
Our Youth Group season starts on September 13 and 
our new theme for the year is “World on Fire!” which 
was inspired from the Montreat Trip.  “Because of the 
condition of our world today, we need to be empowered 
to see how God is currently at work and equipped to 
participate in the body of Christ. Coming together, we 
will share stories and illustrations that connect faith and 
life, and challenge one another to experience God, find 
our voices, and be heard in our local and global 
communities.”  

– Montreat Youth Conference 2009 

Upcoming Fall Events 
 

Sept. 13:   Youth Group Kick-off!  
Sept. 19-20: Combined Youth Retreats at Camp Henry!  
 (No Youth Group in the afternoon) 
Nov. 6-8:  Urban Plunge A Presbytery Youth Service  
 weekend hosted by WPC!  
 (No Youth Group in the afternoon) 
 

Sunday Evening Schedule 
 Middle School Senior High 
4:30 p.m.  Youth Group Choir 
5:30 p.m.   Dinner* 
6:00 p.m.   Dinner* Youth Group 
6:30 p.m.   Choir 
7:30 p.m.   See Ya Later See Ya Later 
 *Dinner $5 

Check the website for updates and more info:  
www.wpcyg.org 

Y O U T H  &  Y O U N G  A D U L T S  
Randy Flood, Nate Roosien, Christy Roosien 

RENEW CAMPAIGN 2009 UPDATE 

The third and final installments of gifts, from the WPC 
RENEW Campaign Benevolence Fund, were paid out this 
summer. These gifts reflect Westminster’s strong 
commitment of service to others.  The funding will strengthen 
local, regional and global mission efforts, and is being 
distributed based on the specific needs that fit the criteria of 
our Benevolence Purpose.  
Funds are earmarked to enable organizations to make 
improvements to their facilities’ infrastructure, with physical, 
structural, or operational capabilities. The organizations listed 
below will benefit from the benevolence component of the 
RENEW Campaign with the following gift dollars: 
 

 

Thank you for your generosity toward our community, our 
neighbors and our world. 

Pasos de Fe Presbyterian Border Ministries  
(Texas-Mexico) $20,000 

David Walter, Regional Liaison in the Pacific  
(Vanuatu)  $2,500 

Fort Street Presbyterian Church  
(Detroit, MI)  $5,000 

Next Step of West Michigan $1,566 
Grand Rapids Center for Ecumenism $2,034 
Hard Times Café (Grand Rapids, MI) $5,900 
Heartside Ministry (Grand Rapids, MI) $13,000 
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P R E S B Y T E R Y  N O T E S  
Ardath McCall, Anne Weirich 

C A M P  H E N R Y  
Joel Schultze, Dennis VanKampen 

Summer 2009 Recap: 
The summer of 2009 was a time of great life change in the 
lives of campers and staff!  Over 1215 children attended 
summer camp. They had a ton of fun, they tried something 
new, they experienced the love of God and they went away 
knowing they can make a difference in the world! 
 
Thanks to the summer staff, WPC family members, WBTL 
attendees and many of our beloved donors, not a single child 
was turned away because of their inability to pay. We gave 
over $125,000 in summer camp scholarships! THANK YOU! 
 
Golf Fundraiser: 
This year in lieu of an auction, Camp Henry is hosting a golf 
marathon on September 14th  at Gracewil Country Club.  So 
far, 15 golfers have committed to golfing 100 holes and raising 
pledges per hole. Our goal is to raise $50,000 for the 
operations of camp. We still need more sponsors for golfers, 
more golfers, corporate sponsors and help the day of the event. 
Please contact Mary Robinson in the camp office for more 
detail. 
 
Fall at camp! 
Please check the Camp Henry website (www.camphenry.org) 
or the billboard at WPC for information on many programs 
being offered for families at camp this fall. Here are a few 
examples: 
 
-Mom and Me (or grandma) Weekend October 2-4 
-Dad and Me (or grandpa) Weekend October 16-18 
-Fall Fun Fest October 31 
-Crafter Weekend December 4-6 
-Watch for details about holiday break camps 
for kids..coming soon! 

 
 The Presbytery of Lake Michigan was among the top 
ten presbyteries for basic mission support in the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) for the past year.  Support from presbyteries 
helped to fund an increase in international mission personnel, 
new church developments in 31 states, worship and study 
resources for pastors and church leadership, support for 
military chaplains, and other work of he church.  Funding also 
supported responses to a range of disasters, including flooding 
in the Midwest and other parts of he United States, wildfires in 
South Carolina and California, hurricanes in the Gulf Coast, 
and international disasters such as the cyclone in Burma and 
the earthquake in China. 
            On September 15th and 16th Lake Michigan 
Presbytery will be meeting for a retreat at Camp Henry.  The 
theme for this retreat/meeting is Back to Basics---Postmodern 
Ministry, Postmodern Presbytery, Transforming Trends.  The 
guest speaker will be Jill Hudson, Coordinator of Middle 
Governing Bodies for the General Assembly Mission Council 
and the Office of the General Assembly of the PC(USA). For 
information about this retreat, contact Ardath McCall, Elder 
for Presbytery Relations. 
 

Ardath McCall ,  Elder for Presbytery Relations 

Pastor Chandler Stokes to Present 
PWW Fall Retreat at Camp Henry 

Mark your calendar! You won’t want to miss the Presbyterian 
Women’s Fall Retreat at Camp Henry, entitled “Learned By 
Heart” and presented by Pastor Chandler Stokes.  The Retreat 
begins with supper at 6 p.m. on Friday, October 16, and 
continues until 3 p.m. on Saturday, October 17.  In our time 
apart we will remember together the deep things that sustain 
our souls, in scripture, story, wisdom, and song. And maybe 
discover some new things to learn by heart. An informational 
flyer and registration form is available on the PWW bulletin 
board. Cost is $35. Scholarships are available. We welcome 
any women high school age and up. Invite your mother, 
sisters, daughters, friends, members and non-members of 
WPC. Car pooling will be available from church. Please join 
us!  

PWW RETREAT 
OCTOBER 16-17 2009 

Attention all nursery families:   
WE WANT YOU!! 

 
The nursery playgroup will be meeting the 

third Thursday of the month from  
9:30 am-11 am in the church nursery.   

 
Put it on your calendar and join us on  
September 18th & October 15th, for 

starters! 
 

Come meet new friends, talk and share 
some graham crackers and sippy cups! 

Contact Heather Lunt with any 
questions:  heathlunt@yahoo.com  

or 682-4966 

Our thanks to everyone who participated in, donated 
to, or served during our WCDC Ice Cream Socials 
making them such a great success! A special thanks 
to Hudsonville Ice Cream, especially Bruce Kratt who 
facilitated the contributions.  
The total collected was $950 which will be used to 
purchase sand, sand toys, tricycles and dramatic play 
boxes. 
Thank you again everyone, 
Marjory Kempers and Laurel Schantz 



September 2009 Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Room Legend:

30 31 1 2 3 4 5   {CA} Chapel
-7:00 AM Men's Prayer -9:00 AM Sr. High Prayer -9:00 AM English Class - MR 12:00 AM Friends & Family ...   {ND} Dining Room: 
-Breakfast - CR -Breakfast - WO -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP      North
-9:00 AM English Class - MR -10:00 AM Ruth Eastwood -7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir   {SD} Dining Room: 
-10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -Circle - PA -Rehearsal - RR      South

-11:30 AM Churchmen's   {DR} Dining Room
-Luncheon - DR   {GP} Gathering Place
-12:00 PM Food Pantry   {MR} Multi Purpose 
-Board - FP      Room
-4:30 PM Hard Times Café   {KI} Kitchen
-- ND   {PR} Pastoral Reception

6 7 8 9 10 11 12   {RR} Rehearsal Room
12:00 AM Friends & Family Camp - CH -7:00 AM Men's Prayer -6:30 AM Senior High -6:20 AM Senior High -10:00 AM Evergreen Circle   {SA} Sanctuary
-9:30 AM WBTL - CH  Labor Day - -Breakfast - CR -Prayer Breakfast - WO -Prayer Breakfast - SC -Brunch @ Mary Jane   {CR} Conference Room
-10:00 AM Worship Service -9:00 AM English Class - MR -7:30 AM Personnel -9:00 AM English Class - MR -Lamse's Home - OS   {PA} Parlor
-- SA -9:00 AM Peanut Project - DR -Committee Meeting - LI -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP   {FP} Food Pantry
-5:30 PM Dégagé Food -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -11:30 AM Churchmen's -11:00 AM Westminster   {YR} Youth Room
-Pick-up - KI -12:00 PM Presbytery -Luncheon - DR -Presbyterian Adults - DR   {EH} Education Hour

-Leadership Task Force - LI -12:00 PM Eaton Circle @ -2:00 PM Jim McCalls   {OS} Off Site
-7:00 PM Adult Education -Jo Hoffs Home - OS -Memorial service - CA, GP,   {WO} Wolfgang's
-Meetings - LI -12:00 PM Presbyterian -PA, SA   {SC} Susie's Café

-Pastors Meeting - CR -5:30 PM Grand Rapids   {CH} Camp Henry
13 14 15 16 17 18 19   {LI} Library

 "Celebration Sunday" - -1:00 PM Ann Rinck -7:00 AM Men's Prayer -6:30 AM Senior High -6:20 AM Senior High 3:00 PM Youth Fall Retreat ...   Calendar Event
-8:30 AM Worship/Teacher -Quilters - MR -Breakfast - CR -Prayer Breakfast - WO -Prayer Breakfast - SC  Easttown Fair (WPC has a ...   Major Event
-Commisssioning - SA -4:30 PM Music Commitee -9:00 AM English Class - MR -11:30 AM Churchmen's -9:00 AM English Class - MR
-9:00 AM Celebration -Meeting - LI -9:00 AM Peanut Project - DR -Luncheon - DR -9:30 AM Spritual 
-Sunday Breakfast - DR -6:00 PM All Officers -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -1:00 PM Volunteer -Formation Group - LI
-9:40 AM Kirk Academy -Banquet - DR, GP -4:00 PM True North -Coordinating Team -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP
-Class - CA -7:00 PM Adminstrative -Meeting - PA -Meeting - LI -12:00 PM Birthday Potluck 
-10:55 AM Worship/ -Deacons - LI -5:30 PM Health Ministries -4:30 PM Hard Times Café -- DR
-Teacher Commissioning - -7:00 PM All Deacons - CA -Meeting - SD -- ND -12:00 PM United General 
-SA -7:00 PM Session Meeting -6:00 PM Camp Henry -4:45 PM Cantus Choir - RR, -Counsil - LI
-12:15 PM Winds -- SD -Marketing Committee - PA - SA -7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
3:00 PM Youth Fall Retreat ... -1:00 PM Ann Rinck -7:00 AM Men's Prayer  Presbytery Overnight @ Camp Henry - 

 Renew Celebration - -Quilters - MR -Breakfast - CR -6:30 AM Senior High -6:20 AM Senior High 
-8:00 AM Renew -7:00 PM World Wide -9:00 AM English Class - MR -Prayer Breakfast - WO -Prayer Breakfast - SC
-Celebration Reception - GP -Ministries Committee - PA -9:00 AM Peanut Project - DR -11:30 AM Churchmen's -9:00 AM English Class - MR
-8:30 AM Worship/ -7:00 PM Worship -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -Luncheon - DR -9:30 AM Thursday 
-(Baptism?) - SA -Committee Meeting - PR -7:00 PM Elisabeth Circle -12:00 PM Stewardship -Morning Bible Study - CR
-9:40 AM Sunday School - EH -@ Susan  McCune's Home -Meeting - CR -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP
-10:55 AM Worship/ -- OS -1:00 PM Membership -1:30 PM WPA Steering 
-(Baptism?) - SA -7:00 PM Social Skills For -Committee - LI -Committee - CR
-12:15 PM Winds -Children with F.A.S. - MR -4:30 PM Hard Times Café -7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir 
-Rehearsal - RR -- ND -Rehearsal - RR
27 28 29 30 1 2 3
-8:30 AM Worship/ -1:00 PM Ann Rinck -7:00 AM Men's Prayer -6:30 AM Senior High 
-Westminster Winds - SA -Quilters - MR -Breakfast - CR -Prayer Breakfast - WO
-9:30 AM New member -7:00 PM Peace & Justice -9:00 AM English Class - MR -11:30 AM Churchmen's 
-anniversary brunch - PA -Coalation Committee - LI -9:00 AM Peanut Project - DR -Luncheon - DR
-9:40 AM Sunday School - EH -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -4:30 PM Hard Times Café 
-10:55 AM Worship/ -5:30 PM Health Ministries -- ND
-Westminster Winds - SA -Meeting - CR -4:45 PM Cantus Choir - RR,
-4:30 PM Kirk Singers - RR -7:00 PM Joy Circle @  - SA
-4:30 PM Middle School -Wealthy Street Bakery - -5:15 PM Cherub Choir - 
-Youth Group - DR, GM, KI, -OS -RR, SA
-YR -7:00 PM Social Skills For -5:30 PM "WOW" Dinner - GP
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WESTMINSTER ON WEDNESDAYS—WOW! 
You got an introduction to the idea of Westminster on Wednesdays in the August Chimes—and there have been lots of questions!!  
So here are the basics: 

♦ YES—this is new and AN ADDITION to our adult education opportunities.  We will continue to have classes for all 
ages during our Education Hour on Sunday morning as well! 

♦ WOW will be multi-tasking!  It will fill a dual role as a community time and a new educational opportunity.  The 
evening activities will offer: 

  A) dinner, and 
  B) study/discussion group opportunities 

♦ You may take advantage of one or both.  Dinner will be served from 5:00—7:00 p.m. which means that busy parents 
and choir children may gather to eat together before heading home for homework, evening activities etc.  Perhaps they 
will be met by the rest of their family for this occasion! And they may share their dinner with adults who have come 
early to eat before attending an evening class.  The dinners will be funded through weekly free-will offerings by those 
who eat! 

♦ Evening classes will feature this year an on-going series that we are calling “The Heart of the Tradition.”  These 
classes will be led by staff and elders and will explore some of the foundations of our life together as Presbyterians—
how we worship; how we approach biblical interpretation; our polity; our history and traditions.  Great for new 
members and for anyone who might be involved in or interested in any area of leadership in our community, they are 
planned to be a forum for discussion and engagement with “the basics.” 

♦ In addition to these, our Small Groups ministry team will be planning some opportunities for short-term book 
discussions, key topic discussions, etc.  Watch the Chimes for new opportunities each month and call Susan Jennings 
with ideas!  We’ll be experimenting with topics and perhaps age ranges of interest.  Maybe there will be some Family 
Fun evenings planned in the winter! 

♦ Participants in evening classes will have child care available, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Those who take classes will contribute a 
$5.00 fee for each monthly series which will help cover the overhead costs and child care. 

 
A work in progress, Westminster On Wednesdays is a new opportunity for us to join in fellowship and in learning as we grow in 
faith together. 
 

Be part of our WOW! Adult Ed offerings!   
The first two courses are: 

What is Truth?:  Our Ultimate Unknowing 
September 9, 16, 23 and 30 – Retreat Oct. 9 - 10 

7:00 pm 
Leaders:  Rev. Anne Weirich, Sherrill Vore and  

Rev. Chandler Stokes 
 
Together, we will explore our faith and wrestle with the 
questions and the mysteries of our faith.  The topics are 
drawn from questions that members have suggested and will 
evolve as the class progresses.  This will be a safe place to 
raise doubts and uncertainties and a place to try on different 
perspectives and possibilities.  The hope is, that those who 
complete the class will move as a group into a time of 
retreat, off site, for the purpose of writing a personal 
Statement of Faith. 
 
Session 1: History of Heresies – Why do humans attempt to 

create doctrine and creeds – how are they helpful 
and how are they stumbling blocks? 

Session 2: Miracles, Angels and Demons -  Wrestling with 
the story of faith – how do we interpret 
Scripture? 

Session 3: Prayer – How and why do we pray and what 
changes when we do pray. 

Session 4: Jesus, God and the Holy Spirit – Finding a 
grammar for Christian faith and it’s mysteries in 
our global and plural context. 

“Make a Joyful Noise”:  Divine Worship 
September 9, 16, 23 

7:00 pm 
Leaders: Chandler Stokes and Helen Hawley 

 
As part of our adult education program this year, we will offer 
a short courses in “The Heart of the Tradition” or Presbyterian 
Essentials, a kind of core curriculum for adults.  The first of 
these is on our Presbyterian understanding of worship.   
 
One of the Six Great Ends of the Church is “The Maintenance 
of Divine Worship”—and it stands at the center of the church’s 
life.  Some of us have been doing it all our lives; some of us are 
new to it, but we don’t often talk about what precisely it is 
This course focuses on worship, what it means, and how we go 
about organizing our worship. 

 

EDUCATION & FORMATION 

To  register for either short course, visit our 

website - www.westminstergr.com -   

or contact Susan Jennings at 7l7 5542 or 

susanj@westminstergr.com. 
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MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT  
Kathy Speeter,  Susan Jennings 

Our next New Member Orientation is scheduled for October 7 & 14, 6:00 pm - 9:00, with dinner.   
Childcare will be available.   

 
New members participating in this orientation will be received on Sunday, October 18.   

 
To register, please contact Susan Jennings,  Minister for Membership Development,  

at  616-717-5542 or susanj@westminstergr.com. 

EDUCATION & FORMATION,  cont inued 

EDUCATION HOUR IS BACK! 

O n September 13th we will resume our two-service format on Sunday mornings with opportunities for all ages to gather 
together to learn in the 9:40-10:40 A.M. EDUCATION HOUR.  Our first Sunday back in full swing is always so 

wonderful and we’ve decided to make it even more celebratory this year by offering a time to share food, news, plans and updates.  
Here is the format: 
 9:00 A.M. GATHER US IN!   Join us in the dining room for breakfast—families with small kids; families with 
   teens; grandparents; couples, singles—EVERYONE!  The Westminster family will gather to greet one 
   another and hear about plans for educational opportunities for the year 
 

9:40 A.M. IN THE CHAPEL   Our good friend, David Walter, will be with us to provide an update on our 
partnership with the people of Vanuatu and the Presbyterian Assembly there. A Continental Breakfast 
will be available outside the Chapel doors for those gathering to talk with David. 

 

Y outh Group activities also begin the year in the afternoon on September 13th.  Check the Youth Ministries page for information 
about times. 

 

T HEN on September 20th we will begin our regular class times for Children’s Church School—9:40-10:40 with the 
preschoolers downstairs and the 1st through 5th graders upstairs.  Our FaithSteps Workshops (upstairs) will begin the fall with a 

three-month study of the story of Moses and the gathering of the people of Israel. Through Art, Drama, video and story-telling we 
will learn about the call of Moses, the liberation of the people from Egypt and the time in the wilderness that helped to build the 
covenant between God and the people. 
 

F all is a wonderful time at Westminster!  Come on in! 

AN UPDATE ON OUR NEWSPAPER AD PLACEMENT FROM PASTOR STOKES 

Last month we shared with you a brief notice about our 
newspaper ad.  Thank you for your gracious responses.  I want 
to affirm the Membership Growth & Development 
Committee’s wisdom and follow up with a few further 
thoughts.  Church researchers have told us for the last decade 
that it is exceedingly rare that someone finds a new church 
home through a newspaper ad.  If our newspaper ads are 
intended for evangelism, they are misplaced and their 
continuance is poor stewardship.  The experiment in stopping 
our ad in the Grand Rapids Press was not only for the sake of 
better stewardship but also for us to understand how many 
members still rely on the newspaper and would miss it.  We 
know the majority of our congregation gets their church 
information on-line—our new website has received great 
reviews, and combined with the Chimes, we feel in general 
that we are successfully getting the word out about programs. 

However, members who still read the paper and are not “on-
line” check the ad for a number of reasons: to “see that we are 
still there,” to get the sense that others know that we are still 
alive and well, and as a reminder of the preaching schedule or 
of coming church events.  The latter we hope can be covered 
in the Chimes and in the bulletin.  The other is another matter. 

This small weekly advertisement costs us more than $6,000 
per year (about $125 per week).  Since the ad is not good 
evangelism, the committee’s budget shouldn’t bear this 
expense, although we know there is still some value to the ad.  

Continuing the ad is mostly a matter of continuing our care for 
members of our congregation who did not grow up on-line or 
who do not rely on electronic media. 

Someday we may all have to rely on electronic media for our 
information.  Most newspapers are struggling to survive—
that’s one of the reasons that the costs are so high!  Until that 
day, it would be a great blessing if someone were to say, “I 
understand what you want to do, and I’ll cover the cost of that 
ad!”  Our seasonal ads will continue as always, but we will 
find a different place for the weekly ad in the budget.  Please 
continue to rely on the Chimes and the bulletin for church 
information (as well as the website), as we continue to re-
evaluate our use of newspaper advertising.   

I continue to be impressed with you as a congregation.  We 
have heard about a dozen responses to the curtailing of the 
weekly ad.  All have been curious and gracious in their 
communication.  Hearing the explanation, most have said, 
“Oh, I understand.”  Others have responded with further 
thoughtful and serious insight.  There are so many grownups 
around here—it’s fabulous!  This must be Westminster.  
Thank you for your understanding through this experiment. 

We remind ourselves at staff meetings of two vital truths.  
One—Children are not the future of the church; they are the 
church.  Two—Older members are not the past of the church; 
they are the church.   



10 

S M A L L  G R O U P S  

CHURCHMEN’S LUNCHEONS 
Don Gordon 

Weekly Buffet Luncheon  at 11:30 a.m. 
Followed by Christian Fellowship & Meditation 

Donation $4.00 
 

Date Speaker Topic 
 

Sept. 2 Mr. Stuart Ray “Guiding Light” 
 Executive Director, 
 Guiding Light Mission. 
 
Sept. 9 Rev. Cindy Holtrop  “Loneliness: The 
 Rev. Holtrop is the Minister  Real Disability” 
 Of Church Partnerships  
 at Hope Network. 
 
Sept. 16 Mr. Mike Washburn “The Future of   
 Mr. Washburn is the retired Public Education” 
                   school superintendent of                                                
 Forest Hills Public Schools. 
 
Sept. 23 Rev. Mr. Lou VanderMeer “The Bible Speaks  
 Mr. VanderMeer is the   to You” 
 Senior Pastor at  
 New Community Church. 
 
Sept. 30 Rev. Mr. Robert Langenberg “The Key to Life” 
 Mr. Langenberg is the pastor of 
 Eighth Reformed Church 

Westminster Presbyterian 
Adults 

 

Kay Kretzchmer, Anne Weirich, Nancy Clodfelder 
 
 

Wednesday, September 10th 
Punch Bowl at 11:30 - Lunch at 12:00. 

Please plan to attend and hear Dawn White from Senior 
Neighbors speak.  Westminster has supported Senior 
Neighbors for years. 

 
Thursday, October 15th 

WPA Bus Trip to Alma College 
We will leave Porter Hills Oct. 15 at 8:30, and depart 
Westminster at 9:00 for a color tour trip.  We will stop 
for coffee and Dick Rincks’s sticky buns at Carson City 
before continuing on to Alma for a wonderful lunch.  
The bus will travel a different route home so we can 
enjoy more color. The fee is $10.00 per person. Come 
join us! 

 
 

F I C T I O N  B O O K  G R O U P   

Doug Dowling 
 

Westminster Fiction Reading Group meets monthly on the 3rd 
Sunday at 7:00 pm in the Parlor.  Here’s a sneak peek at the fall 
reading list.   All books are in paper back and can be obtained at 
the library or on that month's Book Group table at Schuler's 
Books on 28th Street at a 20% discount.  
 

Sept. 20th  Brothers Karamazov 
 by Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
  
Oct. 18th  The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Society 
 by Mary Anne Shaffer 
  
Nov. 15th  A Thread Of Grace 
 by Mary Doria Russell 
  
December -  No Meeting  - 
  
Jan. 17th  On Kingdom Mountain 
 by Howard Frank Mosher 

Ruth Eastwood Circle will host their first meeting 
Wednesday September 2 at 10 am in the Parlor.  New 
members are welcome!  Please study Chapters 1-5 in A 
Geography of God.  For further information, contact 
Stephanie Fryer 534-2905. 

Mary Martha Circle  Members (and anyone who is 
interested in joining) are invited to the Fall Salad Luncheon, 
Thursday, October 8, Noon, in the Dining Room. Attendees 
with last names beginning A-K, please bring a salad to share.  
Rolls and dessert will be provided.  The book we will read & 
discuss this fall is An Altar in The World by Barbara Brown 
Taylor.  

Evergreen Circle asks “Have you ever felt the desire to 
join a small diverse group of women for study, prayer, and 
friendship?” Now's the perfect time to join the Evergreen 
Circle. We're starting our new season with a potluck brunch 
at the home of Mary Jane Lamse on Saturday, September 12, 
at 10 a.m. Our regular weekly meetings begin on 
Wednesday, October 7, at 7 p.m. in the Westminster library.  
This fall we'll be studying the story of Joshua, which has 
amazing relevance for our own faith journeys. We're using 
the book Joshua: A Journey of Faith, by Mary Mikhael, an 
elder in the Presbyterian Church in Beirut, Lebanon, and 
associate professor of Christian education at the Near East 
School of Theology. Contact Mary Jane at 942-1837 or 
mjlamse@hotmail.com to register or order the book.  

Elisabeth Circle welcomes anyone interested in joining 
an evening circle to our first meeting of the season on 
Tuesday, September 22, at 6 p.m. for a potluck supper at 
Suzanne McCune's home.  Our study book is vol. 2 of 
Listening For God.  If you do not have the book, we will share 
with you or help you get one.   Call Bernice Rynders, 447-
9129 or Suzanne, 575-8504 for more information and 
directions.  We are looking forward to an evening of  warm 
friendship, great food, and lively discussion! 

Eaton Circle invites members and guests to attend their 
opening luncheon at Noon on Wednesday, September 9th 
(later due to holiday weekend).  We’ll meet at the home of Jo 
Hoffs,  1333 Thornberry Court.  Call Genny Bratschie at 676-
4191 for more information. 

“Take My Hands” Returns October 26 - Until 
Then, Keep Your Hands Busy! 

 
TAKE MY HANDS will have an abbreviated schedule this year and 
will return October 26 at 7 p.m.   
Until then, if you would like instruction for projects to keep your 
hands busy, contact Kathryn Wylie (940-9814) or Lexy 
McCulloch (475-6188).  Need hands on help getting started?  We 
will be happy to arrange that too! 
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WPC Summer Worship Schedule ends  
September 6th with a final  

10 am service. 
 
 
 

We will return to two services  
at 8:30 a.m. & 10:55 a.m. beginning  

September 13th. 

 IN OUR CONGREGATION  

Continuing In Our Thoughts and Prayers . . . 
♦ Beverly Orr, recovering at Railside Assisted Living 

Center in Byron Center. 
♦ Jim McAffrey and family on the death of his father. 
♦ P.J. Reid and family on the death of his mother. 
♦ Ken Terpstra and family on the death of his father. 
♦ Sonja Schultz Fryer, Jim, Nathanial and Grace 

Fryer, Carolyn Schultz, Robert Schultz on the 
death of Virginia Schultz 

♦ Vicky Hill as she recovers from surgery. 
♦ Elaine Lester undergoing chemotherapy. 
♦ Bill Yonkman as he prepares for surgery and cancer 

treatment. 
♦ Larry Merryweather as he prepares for surgery. 
♦ Jim McCall as he undergoes treatment and awaits 

surgery.   
♦ Ralph Garlick and Ann Conklin on the death of 

Helen Watkins Garlick, mother & grandmother. 
♦ Stacey Hicks and Elena & Cassie Spencer upon the 

death of a beloved mother & grandmother. 

F I N E  A R T  N E W SF I N E  A R T  N E W SF I N E  A R T  N E W S    
 

During the months of September and October, 
the WPC Art Gallery will feature the new 
watercolors by Elsa McFarland and Marjory 
Kempers.  Please stop by and enjoy! 

Please make use of the Weenink Prayer Room, 
located between the Library and the Chapel, to 
remember these and others in your prayers. 

John Nienhuis & Jerry Nardin  
 

   invite you to join them 
as they celebrate their lives together  

and are  united in a covenant commitment. 
 

    Saturday, September 12, 2009 
        1:00 PM 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
  

A private reception will follow. 

REMINDER:  LOCK PARKED YOUR VEHICLES 
Officer Amanda (Heartside neighborhood officer) 
reports that GR police are seeing a spike in 
larcenies from autos in the downtown and 
Westside parking lots.  This is not a cause for 
alarm — just a reminder to not leave anything in 
your vehicle that might tempt someone during 
these difficult times.  To be on the safe side, please 
lock your car and remove items of value from the 
passenger compartment of your vehicle.  

SEEKING GREETERS:  The Membership Growth 
& Development Committee is looking for friendly 
people to help greet on Sunday mornings.  All that 
is required is a smile and a warm hello to those that 
enter our doors.  If you are interested, a sign up 
sheet is available in the Gathering Place or you 
may contact Susan Jennings @ 717-5542 or 
susanj@westminstergr.com.   

GO GREEN!  No, we aren’t all Spartan fans, but 
we want you to be on the lookout for green ribbons 
on Sunday September 20. Why green? Because 
green is the color of renewal, and we’re placing a 
green ribbon on EVERYTHING (within reach and 
reason, of course) that has been touched by the 
RENEW campaign. Come see just how far your 
generosity has spread throughout our facilities. 

 

PEANUT PROJECT RESUMES SEPT. 8th 
We begin processing on Tuesday, September 8th 
at 9 am  (please note date change).  Call Vera to 
learn more: 717-5537. 
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Return Service Requested 

Mark Your Calendar ∼ A tour of the Renew renovations, including  
the stained glass windows and organ, will 
take place at 9:45 a.m.   
Meet at the Welcome Desk.   

∼ Green ribbons will hang throughout the 
church identifying Renew projects. 

∼ Worldwide and Community Ministries will 
display Renew projects in the  Gathering 
Place.  

∼ Special organ music at both services. 

∼ Tasty refreshments following both services. 

You are invited to… 
  

Westminster’s Renew Celebration Westminster’s Renew Celebration Westminster’s Renew Celebration    
Worship ServicesWorship ServicesWorship Services   

 
Sunday, September 20th 

 8:30 am & 10:55 am 




