








SMALL GROUPS

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF WESTMINSTER

Kay Kretzchmer, Anne Weirich, Nancy Clodfelder

Eaton Circle
Meets at Noon at the Porter Hills Café for Bible study on May 6th.
(the first Wednesday).

Elisabeth Circle
Elisabeth Circle will meet off-site for a potluck dinner this month.
Please watch the bulletin for details.
New folks are always welcome; come join us.
Call Bernice Rynders, 447-9129 for more information.

Evergreen Circle
Joy Circle

Mary Martha Circle
No meetings scheduled this month.

Ruth Eastwood Circle
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, May 6th at 10 am in the Parlor.
Please study Lesson #9 in your Jubilee book.
(the first Wednesday).

DEACONS

Tad Hankins, Anne Weirich, Nancy Clodfelder

OPEN NETWORKING/SUPPORT MEETING
FOR THOSE SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

On May 3, the deacons will sponsor a meeting to explore how WPC
members can share information and resources about looking for
work. Several church members with experience in their own search
and in helping others will be there to lead the discussion and explore
future plans. Please come to the conference room after the 10:55
worship. No pre-registration necessary. Light lunch. Any questions,
cal AnneW. at 717-5544.

Westminster Presbyterian
Adults

Kay Kretzchmer, Anne Weirich, Nancy Clodfelder

Thursday, May 14th
Punch bowl at 11:30
Luncheon 12:00
Speaker: Joanne Abraham, Director of
Outreach for all Porter Hills Communities and
Services.
Come for fellowship and learning!
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CHURCHMEN’S LUNCHEONS

Don Gordon
Weekly Buffet Luncheon at  11:30 am.
Followed by Christian Fellowship & Meditation
Donation $4.00

May 6th “Mission & Ministries’
Mr. Chico Daniels
Mr. Danielsisthe President

and CEO of Mel Trotter Ministries

May 13th “Helpersin Tough Times’
Mr. Robert Cole
Mr. Cole isthe Marketing
Director of Elder’s Helpers

May 20th “Expanding the Kingdom”
Rev. Lonnie D. Shields
Mr. Shieldsis the Head of Staff
at New Life Christian Fellowship.

May 27th Congressman Vern Ehlers
Mr. Ehlersis a member of the United
Sates House of Representatives,
representing Michigan’s 3
Congressional District

All are welcome—~bring a friend!

LOOKING FOR A GOOD READ?

Get ajump start on your summer reading with the
WPC Book Group! The May meeting will be our
last before the group breaks for summer. Meet some
new reading friends, plan your summer reading, and
enjoy some great conversation.

May 31 (please note change in date & time!)--
THE HIGHEST TIDE -- Jim Lynch (this book was
selected as the 2009 One Book, One County Read.
"Jm Lynch combines the spirits of two 1960s
classics, "To Kill a Mockingbird' and “Silent Spring'
in this knock-out debut novel. ... If novels were
bioluminescent, the glow from this one would
dominate bookstore shelves." -- Eugene Register

The Westminster Book Club meets monthly Sept -
May (breaking for Christmas) on the third Sunday
at 7:00 in the church parlor. All are welcome to
join usfor fellowship and lively discussion.



IN OUR CONGREGATION

MEET OUR

STAFF

My name is Remi Spicer Rakipi. |
am a psychotherapist specializing in
Marriage and Family Therapy. For
the past 6 years, | have been blessed
with the opportunity to serve
Westminster providing counseling
to couples at one of the most
significant times in their lives: in
preparation for their union as
husband and wife.

| have always found peopl€’s behavior fascinating, especialy
in relationship to each other. Those who know me well know
that my early years were spent in a family full of hurt people
whose pain was revealed in angry arguments and cut-
offs. Thankfully, as the daughter of a church musician, | was
also raised in a church community where many functional,
generous families touched my life. Giving back and being part
of others' growth and healing process is something | consider
sacred.

Over the past 11 years, | have watched many couples struggle
and work through a myriad of obstacles; however, economics
has never been the topic of conversation as frequently and
intensely as it has been this year. Times are turbulent, and no
person or relationship is exempt from the felt stress of
watching our brothers and sisters lose their home, cope with
downsizing, failed investments, the rising cost of healthcare,
and higher education, etc. Faced with overwhelming issues
like reevaluating their lifestyle, changing career paths, and the
dteration of future plans, American couples have to work
carefully to not let the quality of their connection be eroded by
worry and hopelessness, irritability, arguing, unilateral
decisions or even a quiet withdrawal as they privately grieve
the lack of security once taken for granted.

Perhaps the only thing we can truly hold on to in these timesis
each other and God. Letting go of what is out of your control
and focusing instead on what you can control (your own
behavior in relationship to others) really does work. Marital
research confirms that it is not the kind or number of problems
that people face but rather the way they communicate about
them that makes all the difference in a couple’'s sense of

intimacy.

Simply put, we must set the “bar” at vulnerable. Couples need
to create and promote safety through communicating in tone,
word and behavior a regard for and value of the other,
regardless of fears, frustrations, and disappointments. Over
the course of the next several months | will be offering a series
of tips to help you cope with relationship stressors and
strengthen your bond.

Hereisthefirst: Createtime for each other. Scheduleit on
your planners, and stick to it. Research saysthat couples that
are successful take no longer than 1 hour and no shorter than
20 minutes each week to “check in” with each other and share
their fears, hopes, and concerns.
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Conﬁnuir\;g In Our Tﬁoqyﬁfy ond’ Y’r@ers, .

¢ Ed Waits and family upon the death of his brother.
¢ David Cox and family upon the death of his father.

¢ Jeanne Jones, Steve Jones and Nancy Janisch on
the death of Haven Jones

¢ Newt Dawe

¢ Jane Altena, who is at Tender Care Holland following
her stroke.

Please make use 0][ the Weenink W;ﬂ@er
Room, located between the Library and
the Cﬁﬂpe[ to remember these an/Zfﬁem’

n your pr@emz
FINE ART NEWS

During April and May the WPC Art Gallery will feature work
by our Heartside Neighbors. Stop by and enjoy the beauty of
the world, as seen through the eyes of our neighbors.

Calling all photographers! We are seeking new and unique
photos of the WPC life. Share your old or new, black & white
or color, digital or print snapshots for use on the website, in
the CHIMES or other publications. Contact Michele
Trevathan (Michelet@westminstergr.com) or John Warnock
(johnw@westminstergr.com) to make a contribution.

UPDATE FROM CHURCH OFFICE:

The church office recently upgraded to new software that
incorporates all membership data, facility management
calendars, contributions and fund accounting.  This system
allows us to incorporate WPC and all its ministries into a
single financia information tracking system. We have
transferred all membership and contribution data from our
previous system and continue to update existing information.

One unhappy result of this merge was that recent giving
statements were mistakenly directed only to the male figure in
the family. Please know we are rapidly working to resolve this
problem. Meanwhile, if you are aware of any data that needs
updating, please contact us.

On a more positive note, we can now store alternate addresses
that will automatically switch to and from your primary
address to aternate ‘snowbird’ address on specific dates
provided by you. This ensures we are always current with our
mailings no matter where you are. We do need all snow birds
to provide us with an aternate address, as well as residency
dates, so we may update our files.

Please direct al corrections, updates and new information to
our membership secretary, Kathy Cisler at 717-5533 or
kathrync@westminstergr.com.

Thank you for your patience and understanding.

7[@1’6 7<e/ﬁe , Executive Assistant for Administration
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MARK YOUR CALENDARSFOR

WESTMINSTER BY THE LAKE

Since 1967, WESTMINSTER BY THE LAKE has provided Westminster members, Newaygo County folks and vacationers
around Kimball and Pickerel Lakes an informal, creative, ecumenical summer worship service at Camp Henry.

WESTMINSTER BY THE LAKE will begin its 42™ season on Sunday, May 24" with Rev. Anne Weirich leading worship
and Lee Copenhaver providing the music. Cherry Jacobus continues her long tradition as pianist and Carolyn Morse
has once again agreed to act as the convener of the service.

WESTMINSTER BY THE LAKE could not operate without the help of many %
volunteers. In addition to the tremendous dedication of Cherry and s s
Carolyn, Tom and Barb Halstead (set up, greeting, sound and cookies), e
Don Taylor (traffic control), Mary Gavin (substitute pianist), Peter
Conklin and Roger Nelson (scheduling) and many more volunteers
provide weekly support that make this service possible.
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This summer, WESTMINSTER BY THE LAKE will have a wonderful variety of
speakers and many truly talented musicians. Pig Roast Sunday and
Family Camp Sunday promise to be very interesting! A full summer P 452 o Frcnons
schedule will be out soon but we hope that WPC members will take the
opportunity on one or more beautiful summer Sunday mornings to take
a'drive in the country' and join this service (we start at 9:30 am. and,
yes, you can wear shorts and flip flops!).
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Come as you are, by boat or by car! o s Ciad R
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